Diane Gaffney
37, High Street

Bishop’s Castle

Shropshire

SY9 5BE

6th July 2010

To the Inspector:

Re: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF –
Letter of Support for POLYTUNNEL & TOOLSHED APPEAL 
at Karuna, Picklescott, Shropshire
   
I would like to register my support for “Karuna” - permaculture agricultural project and the Wheelhouse family who live there.

I am a resident of Bishop’s Castle and I pay council tax to Shropshire Council. I am writing to express my serious concerns about the above case.
I understand that Shropshire Council Planning Authority has opposed planning application for a poly tunnel and a wooden tool shed on the land. 
Many farmers and land owners, as I am sure you are aware, would not have bothered to apply for planning permission and perhaps the Wheelhouses were naïve in doing so. They were trying to do the right thing. Had they not done so, they would certainly not now find themselves in the extremely stressful circumstances of having to go to Court.
The structures which they need to continue their important work are a single polytunnel of 145 square meters and an agricultural wooden storage shed & workshop with a floor area of 81 square meters.

These would seem to be perfectly reasonable and necessary agricultural structures for an agricultural project such as theirs.
In the centre of Bishop’s Castle (a beautiful medieval market town) we have recently seen an inappropriately large and ugly building, which was built without planning permission, being allowed to stand. 
If Shropshire Council is spending any of my council tax on opposing the above application, I believe it to be a totally inappropriate use of public money. 
Planning guidelines are very important, but this is completely out of proportion, and I find it almost defies belief that Shropshire Council Planning officers are wasting their time and our money on opposing this. We are all so lucky that we have such an immensely valuable project in our area.
Please may normal common sense prevail? 
Yours sincerely,

Diane Gaffney

Cc Phillip Dunne MP

