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12th Jan 2010

I am writing in support of the above appeal against the refusal by Shropshire Local Planning Authority to allow erection of a polytunnel as applied for by Mr and Mrs Wheelhouse on their land at Karuna, Picklescott, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 6NT. 

Having carried out research and teaching into sustainability and low impact development at Swansea University since 1995. I have published many international journal articles, book chapters, popular magazine and newspaper articles and a book on sustainability and low impact development. In June 2009 I undertook a four day field visit to the site to teach on a low impact course and carry out my own research into the Karuna project and site. It is clear to me that the project represents an excellent example of a truly sustainable development capable of addressing all three pillars of sustainability (social, economic and environmental). 

I urge you to allow this appeal as the direction of travel of the planning system is clearly in favour of applications such as this with PPS 1 and the climate change PPS placing climate change and sustainable development at the heart of the planning system. Recent appeal decisions such as those at Lammas’ site in Pembrokeshire, Steward Community Woodland and Land Matters (both in Devon) have responded to this direction of travel and the need to allow innovative and highly sustainable projects such as Karuna to proceed. Furthermore, these decisions have, for the first time in planning history, acknowledged the concept of permaculture and the valuable role of education and dissemination of permaculture when allowing developments in the open countryside which would otherwise be refused. 

Permaculture offers important opportunities to help the UK address the twin challenges of climate change and peak oil and assist the transition to a more sustainable society. A key principle of permaculture is that of zoning and the appropriate location of components within a design. From my own visit to the Karuna site it is clear that the Wheelhouses proposed location of the polytunnel forms a thoroughly thought through response to the overall permaculture design they are developing on the site. To refuse this appeal and suggest an alternative location on the site would demonstrate an inability to understand the basics of permaculture at a time when it is vital that the planning system gets to grips with what this design approach has to offer.
Kind Regards, 



Larch Maxey
