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FAO the Inspector

APPEAL REF: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF

Date: 20th of July 2010

Dear Sir/Madam,

I recently volunteered at Karuna Permaculture Project in Shropshire. I was volunteering through an organisation called World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms (WWOOF). I'm in my early twenties and feel I belong to a generation that has a responsibility to learn and acquire skills that are necessary for an inevitable post oil world. Karuna was able to provide an excellent opportunity to learn these skills and should be heralded amongst similar projects as an excellent centre of education through action.

With this in mind I would like to express my support for an appeal against the refusal of planning consent by the LPA for a polytunnel and tool shed at Karuna, Pickelscott, Shropshire. Both these structures are of paramount importance to the project and the work that they need to continue to do. 

Having volunteerd at Karuna I can assure you that the location of the current tool shed is extremely important to the success of the work done there. When working in the horticultural area adjacent to the tool shed, I, on average would have accessed the shed maybe ten times in the day. To expect the Wheelhouse family and indeed other volunteers to walk 500m to a different side of the project ten times a day is clearly unworkable. Furthermore to expect them to drive this distance is negotiating the principles of the project. 

The reasons that the LPA gave for the refusal, that the tools shed is of “inappropriate […] design & materials”, frankly baffles me.  Having seen the shed I believe that it is a great design, housing all the tools responsibly and safely in a position that promotes the principles of permaculture and  allows good use of time and energies. While I believe that the current material of the building has been adapted through painting to meld into the surrounding environments, the Wheelhouse family, in order to work with the councils' concerns, have agreed to clad the building in wood and, if called upon, to further camouflage it from view. 

Similar reasoning applies to my support of the proposed polytunnel in zone one of Karuna's permaculture project. It is well known and documented: a polytunnel must be located in Zone 1 of a permaculture project due to the frequency of visits required and the complexity of the work involved. To locate it elsewhere on site would compromise the work on many different levels.

I implore you to support Karuna in their efforts to run a successful permaculture project. They have put so much time effort, money  and love in to it. Their endeavours are for the future generation and for the local community and I feel that they should be receiving support and encouragement from their local council.

Yours sincerely

Emily Langdon

Support Worker, St Christopher's Fellowship 

