  Re  Appeal ref  APP/L3245/A/09/2117970/NWF
 

To whom it may concern                                                     12/01/10
 

   I am writing in support of the appellant, Karuna. I was until recently Mayor of the nearby town of Bishop's Castle, I have twice been the Green party candidate in the Ludlow Constituency. I am currently a Director of the Wasteless Society, which has set up several environmental initiatives and not-for-profit companies and campaigns throughout the Borders on environmental issues.
 

  The need for small scale sustainable agricultural projects in this country and this county is compelling and urgent. In the near future it will become more so.This is recognised in the many local planning policies adopted by Shropshire Council supporting diversification in farming, including reference to the need for flexibility in applying other planning criteria when issues of the rural economy and employment are in question. This is a clear cut case of the need to exercise this flexibility.
    The balance has to be struck between  the relatively minor visual impact of a fairly modest sized commercial polytunnel against the crucial requirement to safeguard the financial and horticutural viability of a thoroughly worthwhile project.
  Common sense should dictate that the siting of the polytunnel be permitted,
        Yours faithfully,Councillor Jim Gaffney, ( address below)
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