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To the Planning Inspector

Dear Sir,

Witness Statement in Support of Appeal by Mr. and Mrs. Wheelhouse, Karuna, Picklescott, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6NT, on 2nd September, at Shrewsbury
I would have liked to have attended the Appeal on 2nd September as a witness on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Wheelhouse but am unable to do so as I am abroad.  I hope that this written statement can be taken into account by you in making your decision.

I write as someone who has lived and worked in Shropshire and the region for nearly thirty years, knows Karuna and is familiar with the theory and practice of permaculture.  I am also alert to the profound issues surrounding climate change and the urgent need to adopt innovative, sensitive and sustainable land use practices.
At Karuna, one family is conducting an experiment in low-impact, sustainable living that is rooted in the land in ways that more conventional farming no longer is.  Permaculture at Karuna is not at odds with its farming or other neighbours; it is complementary to them.  Small-scale courses and workshops at Karuna have already given local schoolchildren a taste of planting and tending the land, whilst ongoing research at the site can both forward the understanding and practice of permaculture and inform more traditional systems, creating a forum for sharing and developing new practice in land management.

It has been explained elsewhere to the enquiry how essential it is that the Wheelhouse family live on their land and are able to have a polytunnel and storage for produce, tools, etc.  None of the structures will leave any significant imprint on the site; this is a central tenet of what the Wheelhouses are trying to do.   There practice is not about making a mess, it is about living lightly and in harmony with the land, but they do have certain basic needs, particularly in order to maintain a year-round food supply.
Incidentally, they are also raising a family, supporting local schools and contributing broadly to the local community.

Karuna is within an AONB; we are fortunate in the hills of south Shropshire.  However, don’t let’s be fooled; the surface prettiness masks a problem.  The planting of trees and other crops at Karuna is a small contribution towards restoring to an essentially impoverished landscape a richness and diversity of flora and fauna that it has been losing alarmingly fast for at least the last seventy years.  An AONB is not a museum (I speak as someone who works in one); it must either be a living, thriving, changing landscape or it will die.  There is nothing happening at Karuna that is at odds with the principles of an AONB; quite the opposite.
I recognise that planners have to act within a legal framework but the planning system also has to take the lead in encouraging an imaginative, flexible approach to managing and developing the rural landscape.  We are not just responsible for what happens today, or tomorrow; the decisions we make now are truly critical for the future, not just of our own locality, but of the planet as a whole.  Karuna is one family’s attempt to act creatively and responsibly and to assist and encourage others to do so too.

I urge you to support the Wheelhouses and to uphold their appeal.
Yours faithfully,

Mary Napper (Ms)

