Attn. The Inspector, 

Dear Sirs,

Re. Statement of support for Polytunnel and Storage Shed
As participants at a recent forest gardening course held at Karuna, we are writing to express our support for the occupiers' application for a polytunnel and tool storage shed on the site based on our experience of the course, the layout of the site and the aims of our hosts.  

Karuna is an example of an essential experiment in sustainable systems for living.  The initiative taken by the owners to explore permaculture principles in practice, often at significant hardship during the winter months, is to be applauded.  We in the wider community should encourage pioneers such as these.  We can see no logical reason for objecting to the polytunnel and shed.  The reason for objection, we understand, is based on the location of both - adjacent to the main horticultural area.  Having spent the weekend at the site recently we observed that the location in question is not visible from the south at all (let alone prominent), even with the current level of tree cover, which is going to increase noticeably in the coming years.  Therefore, we cannot see how this objection is valid.  Siting the polytunnel and shed away from the horticultural area and close to the barn would invalidate a significant element of the permaculture experiment, which is to minimise energy expenditure of all types.    

Karuna provides significant inspiration, technical insight and practical lessons for us all.  We all sit on the edge of another, necessary, great change in human systems of production - one that is essentially benign with minimal or no lasting impact on the natural landscape, a million miles from humanity's previous catastrophic blights on nature through the industrial revolution and beyond. 

Yours faithfully,

Mike & Terri Fletcher

Richmond House

Moulsham Street

Chelmsford

Essex

CM2 0JH

01245 280908

