My name is Mike Layward and I have been running DASH Disability Arts in Shropshire for the past 11 years. DASH is a nationally respected Disability arts organisation, working with disabled people of all impairments across Shropshire and beyond.

I am not commenting on Merav’s disability from a medical perspective but from the social effects of her disability.

The 1995 Disability Discrimination act asked people providing services to ‘make reasonable adjustments’ to allow disabled people to access their services.

Why was such a vague term used in this legislation? There were positive and negative reasons why this term was used. One clear reason is that disabled people’s requirements are as varied as the whole population.

Merav has Huntingdon’s disease, which has a serious and varied effect upon her ability and energy to perform different tasks.

But the effects of this impairment varies and varies from day to day and even at different times of the day.

Siting the poly tunnel and the toolshed so from her home, will seriously effect Merav’s ability to be actively involved in the production of food in the poly tunnel.

Marginalized groups and particularly disabled people feel their marginalization by the lack of opportunities to be an active and contributing member of Society.

Siting the poly tunnel and toolshed close by Merav’s home will allow her to have an active part in the production of food for her family and the wider Community.

I ask you to make this reasonable adjustment.  

