APPEAL REF: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF

I am writing in support of the plans submitted by Merav and Janta Wheelhouse to erect a polytunnel and a tool shed to service and extend the work they are able to do at Karuna.

I recently visited the Karuna site, and was impressed with the way they are managing the land.  They have planted lots of new trees and have a thriving vegetable and herb plot.  

I have walked extensively in the countryside for over 30 years, both in this country and abroad.  I have seen many areas that have been spoilt by unsightly buildings which either temporary or permanent have been unsightly and not in keeping with their beautiful surroundings. I personally detest such sites and am very saddened by some people’s lack of thought in the design and management of their land.
This is why I felt compelled to write this letter for support for the planning appeal, for Karuna.  Far from damaging the natural beauty of their land the Wheelhouses have made ever attempt so far to live in harmony with their surroundings and keep the area natural and the necessary structures hidden.  Even from the public footpath I doubt they would be seen.
I did see the current tool shed, and heard about their plans to change its exterior so it blends into its environment even more than at present.  I feel it is a very necessary resource for them to continue their management of the land, and one which attempts to have the lowest impact on the environment.  Without the tools being so close to the areas they are needed to be used in, work would be significantly impeded and unnecessary use of a vehicle would result.  They would have to travel a considerable distance each time they needed a tool or to service such tools, which I understand would be on many occasions throughout the day.  This would make their job very difficult, and possibly untenable in the long term, due to the health problems they experience.  I believe the tool shed is a crucial structure to the operation of this project and will not have a significant negative visual impact on the land if they are able to carry out their future plans.
I shall now share my views on the poly tunnel issue.  I understand how effective these structures are to the enhancement of food production in our climate.  It is therefore a logical step that they will need to take to ensure they can grow their own food in the quantities and for the length of time that is required to sustain them throughout the year.  I am confident they have thought long and hard about the best site for the structure, one that will make the least visual impact on the land.  I am sure they will ensure it is in keeping with the rest of the site, and therefore will sit in harmony with its surroundings.

I understand why planning regulations are in place and feel they serve the community well, and help to reduce the amount of unsightly and inappropriate structures that people seem to want to construct on their land.  However in this case I feel there is a real need for the structures and I am confident that the planned structures in this case will not fall into the above category.  I hope the wheelhouses will be given the opportunity to work closely and productively with the planning decision makers to see a way forward to this situation.  I hope that the planners realise that the Wheelhouses are passionate about protecting the environment and enhancing the look of their land.  I am sure they would be the first people to complain if their land was being spoilt, and damaged by unnecessary structures.  I therefore hope that the appeal gives them the opportunity to share their wider vision and good intentions for the use of the land and that their views are taken into consideration.  I wonder if without these structures being allowed if their project will become economically unviable in the future and therefore will therefore risk failure.  
Diane Misha Jepson BA (hons)

