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APPEAL REF: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF

I am writing in support of the plans submitted by Merav and Janta Wheelhouse to erect a polytunnel and tool shed to service and extend the work they are able to do at Karuna.

I live just a few miles from Karuna and I am a founder committee member and current membership secretary of Stretton Climate Care. I have been studying sustainability, ethical development and Intermediate technology for many years and greatly admire the Wheelhouses for putting into practice many things that authors and students only aspire to.

I have visited Karuna and have seen the work and facilities on the site. Everything there, and I mean everything, is in sympathy with the land and its wider environment. Nothing on the site gives me cause for concern about visual or environmental impact. All structures there are placed in ways that are in keeping with sensitivity for the land and the management of the land. 

I cannot pretend to know the technicalities of planning laws. I can, though, express a common sense based opinion that there would be nothing about a polytunnel nor a wooden tool shed that would be out of place anywhere on the Karuna site. Knowing the area, most of the land at Karuna is not particularly overlooked, especially by a casual observer, and the plans for the polytunnel and shed are more sympathetic to the environment that many older farm buildings. I see many utility buildings on farm land built out of breeze block and corrugated iron or asbestos, which may not be pretty, but they still have value in supporting the custodians and managers of the land on which they are built. The structures requested for Karuna are necessary for effective management of the land, and are also visually sympathetic to the surroundings.  
All sorts of polytunnels are evident these days on most agricultural land. The agricultural value of these easily outweighs any visual impact. In fact, polytunnels can be very beautiful additions to a landscape, especially on a moonlit night. It is my feeling that we should trust the Wheelhouses to make a sensible decision about the placing of their polytunnel which will maximise its benefits to the sustainability of the type of farming they are carrying out.
Again, the toolshed, which I believe is to be placed where the existing metal toolshed is currently sitting (which itself is very discreet), would not have any visual impact and seems to me to be planned to be using very sustainable materials in keeping with both the current landscape and the unique work of  Karuna. I trust the Permaculture movement and the Wheelhouses to know where such a shed is best located to minimise the need for transport, and maximise the efficiency of low technology agricultural and forestry work. 
I have only lived in South Shropshire for 5 of my 50 years so far. My feeling about South Shropshire is that it is a unique area and is placed to be a leader in the change of focus from profit to sustainability in the coming years. There are many small projects which are changing the way people think and act, and Karuna is one of these. I really feel projects like these need to be celebrated, encouraged and enabled, and we, as local residents of, should be proud that people such as Merav and Janta Wheelhouse have chosen our area to carry out such inspired work. 
Please allow their appeal and let them build what they need to in order to continue to develop Karuna as a resource not just for sustainable agriculture, but also for education and even tourism. 
Yours faithfully

Rachel Finch-Lees

