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Dear Mr Eland,

I have recently spent time at the home of my friends James and Merav Wheelhouse near Picklescott in Shropshire. What they have accomplished on the holding is impressive and beautiful. Their vision in terms of the use of land is also exactly what we need to see happen in rural Britain for all sorts of reasons. I am sure you are aware of the environmental aspects that are part of this vision and how they fit well with how we will need to live in this century if we are to care for creation and for the land. I doubt that I need to argue the case for this.

However, it isn’t just the environmental aspects that are crucial to this inspiring enterprise. I am a Church of England minister serving in a number of rural communities in south Herefordshire and I am becoming increasingly aware of the breakdown of rural communities and the isolation that many of these communities sense in an increasingly urbanized society. So, when I see projects such as that at Karuna, I am very excited at the prospect they have for building relationships within the community. This sense of obligation to community building is very much part of James and Merav’s vision and they have already had schools visit the site. It is such a tragedy that one or two people [and there will always be one or two] cannot see the integrity with which James and Merav are pursuing this project and their intent on sharing this land by virtue of education on various land use issues and skills. 

If the planning authorities care for the health of creation and the health of rural communities they should allow projects such as that at Karuna to fulfill their potential. In the case of Karuna it will not fulfill this potential unless the Wheelhouse’s are able to live on site. 

The English countryside has never been a museum piece but unfortunately because of a few “nimby’s” this is becoming increasingly the case. It would be a great tragedy if, in a few decades time, the Shropshire countryside was not flourishing in the way it could because of an inflexible planning system that has no room for creative and sensitive innovation. 

Yours sincerely,

Simon Lockett


