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19th July 2010
The Inspector
Room 3/22 Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol 

BS1 6PN
With reference to the appeals lodged by the Wheelhouse family,

Karuna, Picklescott, Church Stretton, SY6 6NT

Planning Inspectorate Ref: : APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF
Dear Inspector
I have known James and Merav Wheelhouse for over twelve years and want to support them in their appeals against directives that are inconsistent with their agricultural requirements. Karuna is an agricultural Class A holding that allows for valid support structures to be erected. The toolshed and polytunnel as they now stand are in very discrete locations. Importantly they are in positions that allow for efficient working of the land. The proposed removal of the toolshed to a site 500 metres from the main working area of the land makes no practical sense. We all know examples of eyesore agricultural structures that pepper our landscapes, so I am at a loss to understand the objection to these facilities. As I understand it, the objections arise from a very few people who are entrenched in their opinions.
The Wheelhouse family are particularly honest, sincere, capable and hard-working people, devoted to their ideals in life. It may be easy to understand how some people might take exception to the way they live their lives, but their qualities are genuine and will outshine many people of a more conventional nature. Personally I would welcome them as neighbours. I would hope and believe that, given time, their present neighbours would learn to appreciate and trust them.

I also feel it very important that consideration be paid to the requirements that their children have for a stable working environment and the security that Merav needs to face her illness.

The Karuna project is seeking genuine, sustainable food production with a central aim to disseminate the lessons they learn. These are NOT fringe concerns. There is complete scientific agreement that the lives we live at the moment are simply not sustainable. 
As an example, the last four Reith lecturers on Radio 4 have all included this reality in their keynote lectures and attempted to hammer it home. Sir Martin Rees has just delivered the 2010 lecture, ‘Scientific Horizons’. He was unambiguous about the dire need for sustainable living. These issues are real and immediate.
Karuna is a genuine, sincere effort to address some of these uncomfortable realities. This is no escape, no avoidance of the world. These people do not spend hours in front of the television. It is hard work with applied intelligence. The project will only attract sincere, hard working people. Karuna is barely visible to neighbours and will become evermore screened as the tree grow. The project needs to be welcomed and given every aid possible to continue its work. The appropriate locating of its facilities is an important part of the support it needs.
Most sincerely

Steve Griffin

Bio-Medical Engineer 
working for the Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board.

Steve Griffin
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