Christine Lawrie
Earl’s Hill Barn
Happy Valley
Pontesford Hill
Shrewsbury
SY5 0UH
Tel: 01743 790126
email: christine.lawrie@virgin.net
12 July 2010
The Inspector   
The Planning Inspectorate 
Room 3/22 
Temple Quay House
 2 The Square 
Temple Quay  
Bristol 
BS1 6PN
 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
re:  APPEAL REF: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF 
I do not have any credentials that might make you take my letter seriously – I am just another person on the planet who cares about what happens to it. There is no point in caring about the fate of Earth if you don't take responsibility for your own small part of it. This is what the Wheelhouse family are doing. They set a shining example of caring in the microcosm and macrocosm of life. The toolshed and polytunnel are practical demonstrations of that caring. I have no doubt that they also care about the visual impact of the polytunnel and will ensure that it blends in with the landscape, which is already benefitting from their stewardship with the planting of so many trees. It is essential that this project has a small toolshed at the site and that it is sensibly located, within Zone 1, at the centre of the horticultural activities.
I have been to the site on several occasions. The toolshed is already unobtrusive and the Wheelhouses' plans to clad it in larch and grow climbers over it will make it beautiful. It will actually be a shame that it won't be visible from the road! It is sited at the nursery and vegetable growing area of Karuna, which is where it needs to be. To move it down to where the barn is would make proper maintenance of these areas very difficult and would go against one of the founding principles of the project, i.e. to reduce oil dependency, as tools would have to be transported by vehicle.
The polytunnel needs to be close to the toolshed for obvious reasons. The polytunnel is key to the success of the project as it provides space for nurturing plants.
The work done at Karuna forms part of a growing database of information about how to live on our planet in the face of the challenges caused by inappropriate and profligate use of technology and resources. The more easily the Wheelhouses can carry out their work and research, the more data they can contribute. To make it difficult for them to do that is short-sighted, perverse and, ultimately, dangerous. 
I do not believe it is beyond the wit of any planning inspectorate to be able to distinguish between projects that are set up purely for commercial gain and need to be regulated and those, such as the one at Karuna, which also have a philosophical agenda which benefits us all in the long run. I wish these people were my neighbours.
Yours sincerely
Christine Lawrie
