Application for a Polytunnel & Tool shed
APPEAL REF: APP/L3245/A/10/2129856/NWF

To whom it may concern






10th July 2010

I am writing in support of Karuna. I am French and live in France now but lived in England for 10 years. I came to Karuna to do a Forest Gardening course over a weekend and stayed on for a week to learn more about this fantastic project. I have many interests in Health and Alternative medicine as I am a massage practitioner. I am just starting to get involved in a Transition Town project and Community garden where I live and started to learn about Permaculture and other sustainable ways of living.

Karuna is an amazing example of the way forward and is demonstrating a sustainable way of doing things and is developing a model that people in Europe can look up to. I had to come to England to find a forest gardening course as those do not exist in France. It’s also hard to find a Permaculture course in France but places like Karuna are ahead of their time and unfortunately a rare find. Agro forestry projects like this one is paramount in helping to raise awareness about sustainability, low impact living and life values, and much more, the list is endless.

I clearly see that Karuna is a plus for the local community, bringing in tourists and putting Shropshire on the European/World map by its uniqueness. Partly of what they do is now commonly used by NGOs in Haiti and other Third World countries in order to establish long-term sustainable food production for local community.

Permaculture shows that we as human beings need to fit into the environment and not the other way around. Karuna has been set up the way it is in order to fit in best with its environment and to follow Nature, the landscape and support the needs of those who work it.

I hope that the inspector will be able to recognise the fact that a Tool shed and Polytunnel are needed and that they need to be in the right place in accordance with the sites specific needs and design which is always related to conserving energy. 

This family love their land and care about it and also put a lot of work into it. So I appeal to your common sense and wish you try to put things into perspective. All this peer pressure affects the running of Karuna and is affecting the health of this family. They’ve been fantastic hosts for ten days. I would suggest you visit this beautiful and peaceful place that is Karuna and see for yourself. Please allow this. Thank you.

Yours Sincerely

Mr Jean-michel Vernay
12 Rue George Sand
38500 Voiron
France
jmvernay@hotmail.com

