Appeal Ref :APP/L3245/A/09/2117970/NWF 
 
Dear Sir
 
On behalf of Dinefwr Green Group, I am writing to support the appeal by Janta and Merav Wheelhouse to erect a polytunnel at Karuna at the location they would like.
 
This appeal seems to be about where to put a polytunnel at Karuna, not whether it should go up. The Council accepts in principle that a modestly sized polytunnel may be erected at Karuna, but is unhappy with where the applicants want to put it. The Council wants to locate it down by the barn because they claim the applicants preferred location would effectively spoil the view from the south. The Council has given as it’s reason for refusal;“The siting is in a location visually prominent from the south and remote from the existing approved barn structure on this holding and would therefore be contrary to Policy statement 7 and the Shrewsbury and Atcham borough Local plan Policies LNC3 and LNC9.” Ironically, in other parts of Shropshire polytunnels often go up without planning consent, without screening sometimes in visually prominent positions.
 
With regard to the visual intrusion of this particular polytunnel at Karuna, one gets the impression that the Council is being somewhat over zealous in the application of policies protecting the visual amenity. To be “visually prominent” the structure would have to be conspicuous, large and projecting. I understand this structure is only 3 metres high (10 feet), and therefore it could be easily screened with a tall hedge. As it stands, large areas of Karuna have been planted with saplings, which in a few years will grow into a forest of trees that will completely mask the polytunnel. If that is not enough, the applicant has offered to do further screening to overcome the Council’s objection. If a polytunnel can be hidden from view by a hedge, how could it be seen from the south? If it can’t be seen, how could it be visually prominent? I do not understand why the council does not accept the screening offered by the applicants? 
 
The other issue upsetting the Council appears to be the remoteness of the polytunnel from the approved barn. I cannot understand why this is an issue for the Council either? The applicants have made a very strong convincing case for locating a polytunnel where they need it. It is clear, the visual considerations are not a problem and the development would not be obtrusive in any other way either. After all, Karuna is run on the principles of Permaculture, therefore there would be no noise from machines, no pollution, and no disturbance. Instead there would be a place for growing healthy organic fruit and vegetables in living soil under cover; a place possibly to educate local school children; a place to share skills and experience, and above all a place to grow food for the local community. Locally grown organic food is the best renewable energy on the planet.
 
It is clear from what has already been achieved at Karuna, that Karuna is based on genuine principles of sustainability, low impact living, and working with, not against the natural world. Indeed the ANOB is positive about the activities at Karuna, as they are compatible with the aims and objectives of the ANOB. Karuna has demonstrated a willingness to engage positively with both the local and wider community. Indeed, last summer I had the good fortune to visit Karuna for the first time for an educational weekend on, ‘Low Impact Living’. The course was well attended, educational and enjoyable. One would think that this sort of initiative shown at Karuna would be encouraged in Shropshire as visitors bring revenue into the county, thereby helping the local economy.
 
We urge you to accept the appeal by the applicants, so that Mr and Mrs Wheelhouse can focus on Permaculture rather than planning appeals.
 
Yours Sincerely
 
 
 
Tim Shaw
Dinefwr Green Group Campaigns Coordinator.
C/o The Green House
91 Rhosmaen Street
Llandeilo
Carms
SA19 8BW
